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| close this essay with one of the most beautiful of Zoroastrian prayers, an excerpt from the Atash Nyayesh, or
"Reverence to Fire." Though this prayer is not from the Gathas of Zarathushtra, it is still used by all the various
(groups of Zoroastrians, from reformers to traditionalists. (Darmesteter translation
I bless this sacrifice and invocation, and the good offering, the beneficent offering, the offering of assistance ..."
offered unto thee, O fire, son of Ahura Mazda... may you have the right wood - may you have the right incense -
may you have the right food - may you have the right fuel! May you burn in this house, may you ever burn in this
house, may you blaze in this house, may you increase in this house, even for a long time, till the powerful

.restoration of the world, till the time of the good powerful restoration of this world
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Give me, O fire, son of Ahura Mazda, lively welfare, lively maintenance, lively living, fulness of welfare, fulness of
maintenance, fulness of life; Knowledge, sagacity, quickness of tongue, holiness of soul, a good memory, and the
...understanding that goes on growing and the understanding that is not acquired through learning

Give me, O fire, son of Ahura Mazda, however unworthy | am, now and forever, a seat in the bright, all-happy,
".blissful abode of the holy Ones. May | obtain the good reward, a good renown,and long cheerfulness for my soul
INemase-te Atarsh Mazdao Ahurahe hudhao mazishta yazata

(.Hail unto you, O fire of Ahura Mazda, O beneficent and most great guardian spirit)
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(Karen Armstrong, A History Of God, 1993, Ballantine Books, New York, p.132)
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(Roger DuPasquier, Unveiling Islam, 1992, The Islamic Texts Society, Cambridge, p.53)
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